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Syllabus Spring 2023
I. General Information:

	Meeting Time:
	February 1, 2015 - March 31, 2023


	Textbooks:
	· Online Course Materials

	Office Hours
	· by appointment

	Emergency Contact abroad
	· 540-903-8941


II. Course Description:

The Holocaust is one of the most significant events of the 20th century. That people during a period of incredible intellectual and scientific advance persist in such barbarous behavior seems such a contradiction and therefore must prompt serious inquiry about the nature of modern life, the impact of technology, the persistence of religious and ethnic hatred and the role of the state in perpetuating hatred and violence. We have an obligation to make the past useable, to interpret it in creative ways, to employ history to interrogate the present, to insure that lessons are learned and that we not be rendered immobile or apathetic by the immensity of this past evil. 

Critics take different positions when it comes to the question of how one “ought” to represent the Holocaust. Some see Steven Spielberg’s “Schindler’s List” as kitsch, others as monument to humanity. Are the 2.711 monumental concrete steles of the Holocaust Memorial in Berlin an appropriate way to remember the victims? In order to make sense of the rise of Nazism and its consequences, in order to acknowledge and pay tribute to the millions dead, what tools can we and should we use? How do we compare the relative claims and ambitions of “objective” historical analysis, personal testimony, literary and dramatic fiction, architectural monument, or popular film? 
This course will investigate the particular strengths and limits of a wide range of memorials, museums, sites, and images, that each in its own way claims to represent some “truth” of the Holocaust. We will also discuss the social and political context of these representations and consider the meaning of the Holocaust in contemporary Polish culture.
III. Course Requirements and Criteria for Grading:
1. Regular attendance, preparation

    and active participation


20%
2. Reflective Diary



25%
3. Presentation




10%

4. Other course assignments


20%
5. Final Paper




25%

1. Attendance and Class participation 
While this class is taught in part online and in part while travelling abroad, there will be no actual class time in one building. However, you are expected to participate in all planned activities. Participation means more than just being physically present. During the online phase, you have to complete consciously all assignments and attend all scheduled meetings. While abroad, you have to listen attentively to tour guides, ask questions, and take notes for your diary and final project. Moreover, due to the sensitivity of some of the sites we visit, all students are expected to behave in a respectful manner at all monuments, museums, and memorial sites. You are not only there as an individual but also represent UMW and the U.S.
2. Reflective Diary
During our time in Poland, you will write one entry a day into a reflective blog. Each entry should be about one handwritten letter page long. Entries should not only include what you saw and heard but also reflect on its meaning to you and possibly others. Reflect on the progress of your study-abroad project in your diary as well.

The blog will be read daily during the trip and is due for final submission on Sunday following the trip.
3. Presentation

In preparation of the trip, each participant will research and present one of the Holocaust-related sites we are going to visit. You will present your findings online on Canvas, your classmates will comment, ask questions, and draw connections to other presentations.
4. Course Assignments 

The online course assignments are an integral part of the course. Make sure you start working on them early on, so that you can submit your results on time. Account for technical difficulties you might experience and that some of the online tools might be new to you. Late submissions will not be accepted.
5. Final Paper
Your final paper (4-5 pages long) will demand that you examine a specific question about the Holocaust and that you utilize your diary and other notes. You might, for instance, investigate the architecture of memorials, or the use of “negative pace” in memorials. You should use secondary sources for your paper. The paper is due on March 31.
6. Issues of academic honesty 
All work in this course is subject to the Honor Code. All written assignments and tests must be pledged.
Grading Scale:

	A   100-94% 
	B+  89-87%
	C+  79-77%
	D+  69-67%
	F   59-0%

	A-  93-90%
	B    86-83%
	C    76-73%
	D    66-63%
	

	
	B-  82-80%
	C-   72-70%
	D-   62-60%
	


8. Disability Statement

The Office of Disability Services has been designated by the University as the primary office to guide, counsel, and assist students with disabilities. If you receive services through that office and require accommodations for this class, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss your approved accommodation needs. Bring your accommodation letter with you to the appointment. I will hold any information you share with me in the strictest confidence unless you give me permission to do otherwise.


If you need accommodations, (note taking assistance, extended time for tests, etc.), I would be happy to refer you to the Office of Disability Services. They will require appropriate documentation of a disability. Their phone number is 540-654-1266. Please be aware that streets and buildings in Europe do not have to comply with the ADA. If you have a physical disability, there might be limitations to your participation.
Course Schedule

	2/1 – 2/7
	Initial meeting of class

	2/7
	Module I – Expectations, Motivation, Landscape of Memory
· Canvas setup

· Blogsite setup

· Initial Survey (online)

	2/10
	· James E. Young “Landscape of Memory” Lecture – answer questions, submit online

	2/17
	· Present your researched memorial site on Voicethread (Powerpoint, picture,text)

	2/20
	· Comment on, at least, three other presentations by asking a question, add information, draw connections to other presentations, …

	2/21
	Module II – Representations of the Holocaust

· James E. Young “The Counter-Monument” – read and map out, the major points

	2/?
	Pre-departure meeting of class

	2/24
FRI
	2pm Meeting at Dulles Airport, overnight flight to Prague

	2/25
SAT
	· Arrival in Prague-transfer to the hotel, 
· halfday city tour of Prague by coach – orientation tour
· visit of the Prague Castle incl. interiors
· welcome dinner at typical at Bohemian restaurant /3-course Czech-menu/

	2/26
SUN
	· Prague - walking tour of the Old Town of Prague and the former Jewish Ghetto
· afternoon at leisure 
· Reflective Blog 1 due

	2/27
MON
	· Excursion to Terezin (Theresienstadt) – visit the Small Fortress, Jewish cemetery and Museum
· possibly drive to see the Karlstejn village and castle from outside
· Reflective Blog 2 due

	2/28
TUE
	· Travel by minibus to Cesky Krumlov town /UNESCO town site/
· walking tour with local guide /2 hours/  
· continue to Vienna
· Reflective Blog 3 due

	3/1
WED
	· Halfday city tour of Vienna by coach incl. Schoenbrunn Palace, driving through the Ring to see the State Opera, Parliament, Hundredwasser houses

· afternoon at leisure

· Reflective Blog 4 due

	3/2
THU
	· 4 hour walking tour of Inner Vienna /St.Stephans Platz, Graben, interior visit of Hofburg Palace, Jewish Quarter and tour of  the Jewish Museum,                                           

· evening Mozart & Strauss concert at Konzerthaus
· Reflective Blog 6 due

	3/3

FRI
	· Halfday museum visits – visit the Kunsthistoriche Museum /ca 2 hours/ 
· Freud Museum /min. 1 hour/

· evening farewell dinner at local restaurant Zum Riesenrad /Waggon or Restaurant – 3-course menu/

	3/4
SAT
	· Transfer to airport and return flight to the U.S.

	3/6
	· Reflective Blog 6 due

	3/12
	Module III – Reflections
· Reflection survey

	3/14
	· Adolek Kohn “Dancing in Auschwitz” (Canvas)

	3/19
	· „Porcelain Unicorn“ (Canvas)

	3/11-15
	· Class meeting

	3/31
	· Final paper due (submit online)


